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Urban  District  of  Cleethorpes. 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1920. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Vital  Statistics  and 
Sanitary  Administration  of  your  district. 

The  Death  Rate  and  Birth  Rate  during  the  year  have  been 
calculated  on  a population  of  26,696,  being  the  population  esti- 
mated at  the  middle  of  the  year. 

The  Death  Rate  for  the  year  = 1 1 *23  per  1 ,000  population. 

The  Birth  Rate  ,,  = 27*9  ,,  ,, 

Total  number  of  deaths  which  have  occurred  in  the  Males  153 
year  = 300  Females  147 

Total  number  of  births  which  have  occurred  in  the  Males  392 
year  = 745  Females  353 

Number  of  Infants  which  have  died  under  age  of  12  months — 46. 
Infantile  mortality  during  the  year  — 61 ‘7  per  1,000  births. 

The  following  table  compares  the  Death  Rate,  Birth  Rate  and 
Infantile  Mortality  with  those  of  the  preceding  5 years 


Year. 

Death  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality. 

1915 

11*4 

25*4 

92*2 

1916 

11  *2 

23*3 

88*08 

1917 

10-5 

20*4 

82*7 

1918 

12-5 

18*9 

83*8 

1919 

12*23 

19*33 

110*25 

1920 

11*23 

, 27*9 

61*7 

From  the  above  figures  it  is  particularly  pleasing  to  note  the 
fall  in  the  rate  of  Infantile  Mortality.  As  will  be  seen  from  the 
table  at  the  end  of  my  report,  the  Death  and  Birth  Rates  and 
Infantile  Mortality  in  this  District  compare  very  favourably  with 
those  in  other  parts  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  population  of  the  District  as  shown  by  Census  of  1911  was 
21,417 

+ 500  (being  allowance  for  those  at  sea,  and  on  night 

work  on  the  docks) 


21,917 
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Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

The  Urban  District  of  Cleethorpes  is  situated  in  the  North 
Eastern  area  of  Lincolnshire,  on  the  South  Bank  of  the  River 
Humber,  near  its  mouth.  The  coast  line  of  the  district  is  about 
three  miles  in  length,  and  extends  inland  to  a distance  of  from 
half  to  three-quarters  of  a mile. 

The  district  is  divided  into  3 areas  embracing  5 Wards.  The 
N orthern  area,  including  the  N ort  h,  Sidney  and  Central  Wards  extend- 
ing from  Grimsby  boundary  to  the  bottom  of  Isaac’s  Hill  is  flat, 
and  varies  from  12-14  feet  above  sea  level.  From  the  northern 
area  the  ground  rises  quickly  at  Isaac’s  Hill  to  a height  of  40  feet 
above  the  sea  level.  It  then  gradually  recedes  towards  the  south- 
ern boundary  at  Humberstone  to  a level  of  about  10  feet  above 
the  sea.  The  whole  extent  of  the  coast  line  is  open  to  the  sea,  and 
without  shelter.  The  flatness  of  the  northern  area  rendered  drain- 
age difficult  before  the  installation  of  the  pumping  station  at 
Poplar  Road. 

In  character  the  soil  in  the  Alexandra  and  South  Wards  is 
sandy  and  porous  and  dries  quickly.  The  three  Wards  below 
Isaac’s  Hill  (viz..  North,  Sidney  and  Central)  have  soil  of  a firmer 
and  denser  character. 

One  of  the  chief  occupations  of  the  majority  of  the  inhabit- 
ants is  in  connection  with  the  fishing  industry,  the  greater  number 
either  go  to  sea  in  Trawlers,  or  are  employed  on  the  Grimsby  Fish 
Docks.  In  these  occupations  their  work  is  of  a healthy  nature, 
and  almost  entirely  outdoor.  Many  are  also  employed  in  engineer- 
ing, ship  fitting  and  repairing,  and  other  healthy  trades  connected 
with  the  fishing  industry. 

Many  of  the  inhabitants  are  also  engaged  in  the  occupation 
of  catering  for  the  visitors  who  frequent  the  district,  especially 
during  the  summer  months. 

There  are  no  undesirable  trades  carried  on  in  the  district  which 
are  a menace  to  the  health  of  the  public. 

The  number  of  persons  in  the  district  who  received  Poor  Law 
relief  during  the  year  was  169.  Of  these  23  were  admitted  to  the 
Workhouse  Infirmary  at  Grimsby. 

For  hospital  treatment  (apart  from  infectious  diseases)  the 
working  classes  depend  on  the  accommodation  afforded  by  the 
Grimsby  and  District  Hospital.  Treatment  is  gratuitous,  and 
although  this  hospital  is  small  in  proportion  to  the  population 
dependant  on  it,  there  is  little  difficulty  in  obtaining  admissions 
from  this  district. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

Regarding  Infectious  Diseases  no  serious  epidemic  visited  the 
District  during  the  year,  though  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria 
notified  was  considerably  higher  than  in  recent  previous  years. 
The  death  rate  from  this  disease  however  was  not  high,  viz.  ; — • 

Number  of  notifications  42 
deaths  6 

Most  notifications  of  Diphtheria  were  from  the  South  and 
Central  Wards. 

There  were  40  cases  of  Scarlatina  notified,  the  majority  having 
occurred  in  the  North  and  Central  Wards.  No  deaths  occurred 
from  this  disease. 

The  Sidney  Ward  was  particularly  free  from  infectious  diseases 
during  the  year,  except  in  the  case  of  Tubercular  Disease,  which 
was  fairly  evenly  distributed  throughout  the  District.  The  inci- 
dence of  Tubercular  Disease  was  least  in  the  North  Ward. 

Three  isolated  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified.  One 
occurred  in  the  Alexandra  Ward,  and  two  in  the  South  Ward. 
The  case  in  the  Alexandra  Ward  and  one  of  those  in  the  South 
Ward  occurred  in  the  1st  quarter  of  the  year,  the  second  case  in 
the  South  Ward  in  the  3rd  quarter.  The  source  of  infection  in 
these  cases  could  not  be  detected.  Measles  ceased  to  be  a com- 
pulsorily notifiable  disease  in  April. 

63  Notifications  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  received, 
and  6 cases  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

The  following  table  illustrates  the  incidence  of  Infectious 
Disease  during  the  year  in  comparison  with  that  of  the  preceding 
three  years  ; — ■ 


1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

Diphtheria  & Membraneous 

Croup 

24 

26 

31 

42 

Erysipelas 

7 

9 

14 

17 

Scarlet  Fever 

41 

47 

36 

40 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

3 

Puerperal  Fever 

— ■ 

— 

— ■ 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . . 

28 

34 

64 

63 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases 

4 

9 

10 

6 

Poliomyelitis 

— ' 

— 

— ' 

— ■ 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  . . 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— • 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . . 

3 

9 

10 

6 

Pneumonia  . . 

— • 

— ■ 

13 

28 

Influenza  Pneumonia 

— 

— . 

25 

— 

Malaria 



— 

6 

3 

Dysentry 

— • 

— 

1 

— 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  WARDS. 


North 

Sidney 

Central 

Alex, 

South. 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

16 

5 

11 

5 

3 

Diphtheria 

7 

4 

12 

6 

13 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 



1 

2 

3 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— ■ 

— 

■ — - 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

1 

10 

2 

Influenza  Pneumonia  . . 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Pneumonias 

— 



6 

13 

9 

Malaria  (contracted  abroad)  . . 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

Dysentry 

■ — ■ 

— 

• — • 

- — - 

— 

Tuberculosis 

7 

12 

14 

20 

16 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Water. 

The  District  has  an  ample  supply  of  drinking  water.  This 
is  derived  from  Artesian  Wells  situated  about  the  centre  of  the 
District  in  the  Central  Ward.  The  supply  is  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Grimsby  Waterworks  Co.  There  has  not  been  any 
scarcity  in  the  supply  during  the  year. 

The  water  is  hard  in  character,  containing  a large  quantity 
of  lime.  There  is  little  danger  of  the  wells  becoming  polluted,  and 
no  instance  of  such  has  occurred  during  the  year. 

The  whole  of  the  District  obtains  its  water  supply  from  this 
source,  with  the  exception  of  a few  outlying  houses  which  are  at 
a distance  from  the  range  of  supply. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  estuary  of  the  River  Humber  forms  the  North  and  South- 
East  boundary  of  the  District.  The  sew^age  of  the  District  is 
discharged  into  the  river  by  a single  outfall  situated  at  the  extreme 
southern  boundary,  and  well  away  from  the  inhabited  part.  There 
has  not  been  any  sewage  pollution  of  the  beach  from  this  outfall, 
owing  to  the  pipes  running  far  out  to  sea,  and  also  to  the  employ- 
ment of  an  immense  storage  tank  which  permits  o^  the  sewage 
being  released  at  the  end  of  the  flood  and  first  few  hours  of  the 
ebb  tides. 

The  Buck  Beck  separates  the  Urban  District  of  Cleethorpes 
from  the  Rural  Parish  of  Humberstone.  It  is  far  away  from  the 
populated  part  of  the  District,  and  unlikely  to  become  contam- 
inated from  this  source. 
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The  stream  is  about  15  to  20  feet  wide,  slow,  and  containing 
a variable  quantity  of  water,  generally  from  2 to  5 feet  in  depth 
according  to  the  state  of  the  tide.  It  drains  the  greater  part  of 
the  South  Ward  of  the  District.  Flooding  of  this  area  is  liable  to 
occur  during  heavy  rains,  but  is  largely  prevented  by  the  fact  that 
the  stream  is  controlled  by  sluices  and  closing-doors,  which  work 
automatically  with  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide.  The  outfall  of  this 
Beck,  which  is  outside  the  District,  is  liable  to  become  blocked 
through  the  silting  up  of  sand  deposited  by  high  tides.  This  helps 
to  further  impede  the  flow  of  the  stream,  but  such  has  not  occurred 
recently.  This  stream  receives  the  sewage  of  the  Humberstone 
drainage  system  after  treatment. 

The  only  other  drain  of  importance  is  called  Carr  Drain.  It 
is  on  the  outskirts  of  the  District,  and  forms  part  of  the  boundary 
between  Cleethorpes  and  Grimsby.  It  is  slow  and  sluggish,  and 
its  course  impeded  by  building  operations  which  have  been  carried 
out  in  Grimsby,  consequently  flooding  of  the  area  through  which 
it  runs  is  frequent,  and  the  floods  are  slow  in  subsiding.  Part  of 
this  stream,  situated  outside  the  authority  of  this  District,  but  in 
close  proximity,  is  very  liable  to  pollution  by  house  refuse  from  a 
few  houses  known  as  the  Battery  on  the  Old  Clee  Road.  Com- 
plaints regarding  the  offensive  smell  issuing  from  this  part  of  the 
stream  have  been  made  by  occupants  of  these  houses.  The  houses 
are,  however,  within  the  district  of  another  Authority,  and  the 
attention  of  such  Authority  has  been  drawn  to  the  matter. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  present  system  of  drainage  is  proving  entirely  satisfactory 
and  has  overcome  all  the  difficulties  and  disadvantages  of  the  old 
system.  Any  interference  in  the  drainage  by  the  various  states 
of  the  tide  has  now  been  overcome.  With  the  present  system 
there  is  a continuous  and  uninterrupted  flow. 

There  is  a central  pumping  station  situated  in  Poplar  Road, 
which  receives  the  sewage  from  the  low  lying  parts  of  the  District 
(viz.,  the  North,  Sidney  and  Central  Wards).  This  station  is 
provided  with  three  pumps  of  75  h.p.,  and  three  of  30  h.p.,  which 
force  the  sewage  over  Isaac’s  Hill,  whence  it  gravitates  via  St. 
Peter’s  Avenue,  Highgate,  Bark  House  Lane,  Rowston  Street  and 
rear  of  Kingsway  to  the  extreme  South  boundary  of  the  District, 
where  the  outfall  Pumping  Station  is  situated.  This  station  is 
equipped  with  engines  of  equal  power  to  that  of  the  Central  Station, 
which  lift  the  sewage  into  an  immense  storage  tank  in  which  the 
sewage  accumulates  until  the  tide  is  favourable  for  its  discharge 
into  the  sea.  The  choice  of  a suitable  time  for  the  release  of  the 
sewage,  together  with  the  extension  of  the  outfall  farther  out  to  sea 
has  prevented  any  pollution  of  the  foreshore  by  this  system  of 
drainage. 
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Closet  Accommodation. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  district  is  now  supplied  with  the 
Water  Carriage  System  of  closet.  During  the  year  17  privies  have 
been  converted,  and  there  now  only  remain  14  houses  with  privy 
box  closets. 

The  following  17  houses  had  privies  converted  during  the 
year : — • 

487,  489,  491 , 493  Grimsby  Road  . . . . . . 4 

1 and  2 Poplar  Villas,  Cottage  Villa,  Suggitt’s  Lane  3 

119  Poplar  Road,  121  Poplar  Road  . . . , . . 2 

6 Norfolk  Lane  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

31,  33,  35,  37,  39,  41,  43  Neptune  Street  . . ..  ..  7 

Total  . . . . . . 17 

The  majority  of  the  remaining  fourteen  earth  closets  now  in 
use  are  in  connection  with  outlying  houses,  which  are  not  in  com- 
munication with  the  general  sewage  system. 

Seven  of  these  earth  closets  are  cleansed  once  a week  except 
in  the  summer,  when  they  are  dealt  with  twice  a week.  The 
other  earth  closets  are  situated  at  a distance  from  the  town, 
and  there  is  only  one  cesspool,  which  is  also  at  a distance. 

Scavenging. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  Council,  and  is  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Cleansing  Superintendent.  The  removal  of  house  refuse 
is  carried  out  once  each  week  during  the  whole  year,  and  in  certain 
parts  of  the  District  twice  a week  during  the  summer  months. 

Special  arrangements  have  been  made  for  more  frequent 
removal  of  refuse  in  the  case  of  certain  business  premises  and  shops 
where  refuse  tends  to  accumulate  more  quickly. 

Refuse  collection  takes  place  during  the  daytime  only.  Until 
this  year  it  has  been  carried  out  by  means  of  horses  and  carts,  but 
in  addition  a large  40  h.p.  motor  is  now  in  use,  and  has  added  con- 
siderably to  the  speed  of  collection.  The  refuse  is  burnt  up  by 
the  Council’s  Refuse  Destructor,  which  is  of  latest  design,  and 
situated  near  the  centre  of  the  District.  It  is  capable  of  burning 
75  tons  of  refuse  per  day. 

Moveable  galvanised  iron  receptacles  are  in  general  use 
throughout  the  District.  Great  difficulty  was  experienced  during 
the  war  in  obtaining  an  adequate  supply  of  these  to  replace  damaged 
receptacles,  but  the  district  is  now  very  much  better  supplied.  Alto- 
gether 1,000  new  ash  bins  have  been  provided  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  6,579  tons  of  house  and  trade  refuse  were 
collected,  all  of  which  was  disposed  of  by  burning  in  the  Des- 
tructor. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 

The  following  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year 
by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  : — 


Number  of  premises  inspected  . . . . . . . . . . 2359 

Inspections  on  account  of  nuisances  . . . . . . . . 1074 

,,  „ Infectious  Disease  . . . . 335 

Inspections  of  Food  on  Sale  . . . . . . . . . . 178 

,,  Slaughterhouses.  . . . . . . . . . 9 

,,  Milk  . . . . . . . . , . . . 17 

,,  Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . 31 

,,  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  used  as  dwellings. . . . 44 

,,  Offensive  Trades  . . . . . . . . 10 

,,  Privy  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . 30 

,,  Foreshore  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

,,  Houses  and  premises  (as  a result  of  complaints)  525 

Houses  examined  under  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  . . 105 


1,648  defects  and  nuisances  have  been  abated.  Some  of  these 
include  defects  which  originated  in  1919.  All  these  abatements 
have  been  executed  as  a result  of  informal  action. 

The  majority  of  defects  discovered  were  in  connection  with 
water  closets,  stopped  drains,  damaged  rain  water  pipes,  ash 
receptacles,  window  cords,  and  the  pavement  of  yards  and  passages. 

Inspections  and  recommendations  are  also  made  by  the 
Cleansing  Superintendent,  who  has,  among  other  duties,  the  charge 
of  the  scavenging  of  the  district,  cleansing  of  street,  passage,  and 
private  house  gullies,  cleansing  of  back  passages,  and  the  disposal 
of  salvage  materials. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by  Byelaws 
or  Regulations. 

There  are  no  registered  Common  Lodginghouses  or  cellar  dwell- 
ings in  the  district.  One  fat-extractor  has  his  premises  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  district,  and  a rabbit-skin  drier  has  been  per- 
mitted to  carry  on  business  in  the  Alexandra  Ward. 

The  following  businesses  or  trades  have  been  added  to 
the  list  of  Offensive  Trades  within  the  district,  viz,  : — 

The  trades,  businesses  or  manufacturers  of  blood  drier,  bone 
grinder ; dealer  in  rags,  bones,  fat,  animals'  skins  and  other 
putrescible  animal  products  ; fat  melter  or  fat  extractor ; fish 
frier,  glue  maker,  gut  scraper,  leather  dresser  ; manufacturer  of 
manure  from  hsh,  hsh  offal,  blood  or  other  putrescible  animal 
matter  ; offal  boiler  and  chitterling  boiler ; rabbit  skin  drier,  size 
maker  and  tanner. 
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Schools. 

There  are  five  public  elementary  schools  within  the  district. 
Four  of  these  are  Council  schools,  and  the  other  is  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Church  of  England. 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  the  children  in  all  the  schools 
mentioned  is  under  the  superintendence  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

These  schools  are  in  good  sanitary  condition,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  certain  faults  in  Barcroft  Street  School  and  St.  Peter's 
Schools,  three  of  them  being  equipped  with  modern  methods  of 
ventilation  and  sanitation.  In  the  case  of  the  two  mentioned 
improvements  are  desired.  The^^  obtain  their  water  supply  from 
the  Grimsby  Waterworks  Company,  and  have  the  water  carriage 
system  of  latrines. 

These  schools  are  provided  with  spacious,  open  playgrounds, 
which  are  asphalted  and  dry  up  quickly  after  rain. 

All  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring  in  school  children  are 
notified  to  the  School  Authorities,  and  those  affected  are  not  per- 
mitted to  return  to  school  until  pronounced  free  from  infection, 
or  until  a certain  period  of  time  has  elapsed.  In  the  case  of 
Diphtheria  the  child'  is  not  permitted  to  resume  attendance  before 
a Bacteriological  examination  shows  freedom  from  infection. 

In  the  case  of  non-notihable  infectious  or  contagious  disease 
the  Head  Teacher  of  the  School  notifies  the  occurrence  to  the  School 
Authorities,  and  the  child  is  not  permitted  to  return  to  School 
until  free  from  infection. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  district  is  notified  by 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  all  infectious  or  contagious 
diseases  occurring  in  school  children. 

In  the  case  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Measles,  Whooping 
Cough,  Influenza,  and  other  infectious  diseases  likely  to  be  spread 
by  contacts,  children  residing  in  the  infected  house  are  excluded 
from  attendance  at  school  for  a variable  period. 

Milk. 

The  supply  of  milk  is  derived  from  dairies  within  the  district 
as  well  as  from  neighbouring  farms  outside. 

15  purveyors  of  milk  reside  within  the  district,  and  11  outside. 

The  Council  have  decided  to  issue  an  advertisement  that  all 
purveyors  of  milk  must  be  registered. 

The  conditions  of  the  cowsheds  and  of  the  premises  of  milk 
purveyors  have  been  frequently  inspected,  as  a result  of  which  three 
breaches  have  been  rectified  on  receipt  of  informal  notices. 

No  action  has  been  required  on  account  of  adulterated  or 
impure  milk,  and  no  case  of  Tuberculous  infection  has  been  dis- 
covered. 

The  water  supply  of  all  the  premises  within  the  area  of  the 
town’s  supply  is  derived  from  the  Grimsby  Waterworks  Company. 
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Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1919. 

The  Urban  District  Council  supplies  milk  from  a voluntary 
fund  to  necessitous  cases  of  nursing  and  expectant  mothers  and 
children  under  5 years  of  age.  Milk  can  also  be  obtained  by  the 
sick  poor  receiving  Parish  Relief,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  this  Division  of  the  Grimsby  Union. 

Food. 

Meat  during  preparation  for  sale  and  exposure  for  sale  is 
regularly  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

About  four-fifths  of  animals  slaughtered  for  human  food  are 
inspected  before  the  meat  is  put  up  for  sale. 

The  condition  of  the  Slaughterhouses  (7  in  number)  in  the 
district  has  been  good,  and  they  are  regularly  inspected.  There 
is  no  Public  Abattoir  in  the  district.  No  statutory  action  under 
Sec.  117  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  has  been  taken. 

Number  of  Slaughterhouses  in  district  at  undermentioned 
periods  — ■ 

In  1914.  In  Jan.,  1920.  In  Dec.,  1920 

Registered  ....  0 0 0 

Licensed 8 8 7 

The  following  unsound  food  has  been  condemned  : — ■ 

Beef  and  tongue  114  lbs.,  3 sheep’s  heads,  1 sheep’s  carcase, 
230  rabbits,  150  lbs.  of  fish,  3,000  eggs,  166  lbs.  of  butter,  33  lbs. 
of  apples,  7 lbs.  of  grapes. 

The  condition  of  Bakehouses  in  the  district  has  met  all  re- 
quirements. They  have  been  limewashed  at  least  twice  during 
the  year,  and  have  been  kept  in  good  sanitary  condition.  The 
number  of  food  inspections  made  has  already  been  given. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  have  occurred  during  the  year. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

I have  already  alluded  to  the  prevalence  of  Infectious  Dis- 
eases early  in  my  report. 

Notihcations  of  Infectious  Diseases  have  been  forwarded 
promptly  throughout  the  year. 

In  the  case  of  Diphtheria  a supply  of  antitoxin  is  kept  at  the 
Council  House,  available  for  use  by  Practitioners  free  of  charge. 
Full  advantage  is  taken  of  this  supply  in  the  treatment  of  Diph- 
theria. 

No  case  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  has  been  notified  during 
the  year.  28  cases  of  Pneumonia,  and  3 of  Malaria  (contracted 
abroad)  were  notified.  There  were  no  cases  of  Dysentery,  Trench 
Fever,  Anthrax  or  Rabies. 
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Bacteriological  aid  has  been  given  by  the  County  Laboratory  ftk 
at  Lincoln  in  the  diagnosis  of  disease,  more  particularly  in  the  case  U 
of  Diphtheria  and  Tuberculosis.  Specimens  of  sputum,  swabs  H 
from  the  throat,  or  blood  can  be  sent  by  practitioners  for  Bac-  W 
teriological  examination  free  of  charge.  In  positive  cases  time  is  v 
saved  by  the  result  of  examination  being  transmitted  by  telegram. 

No  serious  epidemic  of  Influenza  visited  the  district  during  the 
year.  Two  deaths  from  this  disease  were  certified.  Influenza  Antitoxin 
is  still  in  stock  for  use  by  Practitioners  if  required.  The  notifica- 
tion of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  appears  to  be  better  observed 
during  the  last  two  years,  though  the  total  number  of  other  forms 
of  Tuberculosis  notified  appears  to  be  very  small  in  comparison. 

No  primary  vaccinaBons  or  re-vaccinations  were  performed 
by  the  Medical  Oflicer  of  Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Small 
Pox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 

The  action  taken  by  the  Local  Authority  on  receiving  noti- 
fication of  a case  of  Infectious  Disease  is  similar  to  that  of  other 
recent  years,  viz.  : — 

On  receipt  of  a notification  of  Infectious  disease  the  house 
occupied  by  the  case  is  at  once  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
The  sanitary  conditions  and  surroundings  are  investigated,  and  if 
considered  necessary  the  drains  tested  for  any  suspected  defect. 
The  household  arrangements  indoors  are  also  investigated,  and  > 
recommendations  given  for  the  best  isolation  of  the  patient  and  j 
safety  of  the  other  occupants  of  the  house.  The  occupations  of  | 
the  members  of  the  household  are  enquired  into,  and  the  necessary  | 
precautions  taken  where  there  is  a possibility  of  extension  of  the  ,| 
infection  outside  the  home.  This  includes  the  exclusion  of  children 
from  school,  and  in  some  cases  the  cessation  of  work  which,  if  carried  fi 
on,  might  be  a menace  to  the  health  of  the  public.  In  all  cases  { 
the  food  and  milk  supplies  are  enquired  into,  and  a record  kept,  so  t 
that  any  common  source  of  origin  of  disease  may  be  detected.  ' 

The  occupant  of  the  house  is  given  a printed  form  containing 
instructions  in  regard  to  cleanliness,  care  of  the  sick  room,  ventila-  ^ 
tion  and  method's  of  disinfection.  Disinfectants  are  also  supplied 
free  of  charge  by  the  Local  Authority. 

In  all  cases  in  which  infection  is  liable  to  spread  to  others 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  consults  with  the  Medical  Oflicer  in  regard 
to  any  further  precautions  which  should  be  taken. 

The  school  authorities  are  notified  in  the  case  of  children,  and 
in  the  case  of  adults  employers  are  also  notified  of  the  occurrence 
of  the  disease. 

The  period  of  infection  having  elapsed  the  infected  room  is 
thoroughly  cleansed  and  disinfected.  The  clothing,  bedding  and 
other  infected  articles  are  conveyed  away  and  disinfected  by  means 
of  a superheated  steam  apparatus.  Children  are  kept  from  school 
until  pronounced  free  from  infection. 
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The  majority  of  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  are 
treated  at  home.  Where,  however,  the  household  conditions  are 
unsuitable  for  proper  isolation  or  the  occupations  of  the  other 
occupants  of  the  house  are  liable  to  cause  a spread  of  infection,  the 
patient  is  removed  to  hospital. 

There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  district,  and  all  cases 
requiring  isolation  are  removed  to  the  Grimsby  Isolation  Hospital 
at  Scartho,  situated  about  four  miles  distant. 

Venereal  Disease. 

Free  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases  is  carried  out  at  the 
Grimsby  and  District  Hospital,  where  special  days  and  times  have 
been  arranged  for  the  treatment  of  male  and  female  cases. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

This  centre  in  Cleethorpes  is  administered  by  the  County 
Council.  There  are  three  Health  Visitors — fully  trained  Nurses 
— employed  at  the  centre.  Every  child-birth  occurring  in  the 
district  is  notified  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who 
instructs  the  Health  Visitors  as  each  occurs.  The  condition  of  the 
home,  and  the  welfare  of  the  infant  and  the  mother  are  attended 
to  at  this  visit,  and  if  necessary,  at  subsequent  visits.  Any  ab- 
normal condition,  such  as  under-development,  congenital  disease, 
or  Ophthalmia  are  noted  and  steps  taken  for  their  treatment,  if 
this  has  not  already  commenced.  At  the  same  time  the  mother 
is  invited  and'  encouraged  to  attend  with  her  child  weekly  (twice 
weekly  if  necessary)  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre. 
The  progress  of  both  is  carefully  watched,  the  child  being  weighed 
from  time  to  time,  and  appropriate  advice  is  given  by  a qualified 
practitioner,  who  is  in  attendance  at  the  centre. 

The  Urban  District  Council,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Nurses,  supplies  milk  substitutes  in  suitable  and  necessitous  cases 
from  a voluntary  fund. 

The  Clinic  is  well  attended,  and  parents  appreciate  the  ad- 
vantages they  gain  through  their  attendance. 

Out  of  a total  of  745  births  during  the  year  there  were  6 cases 
of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  reported  in  infants.  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough  were  prevalent  for  a considerable  period.  One 
death  from  Measles  and  4 deaths  (3  under  one  year)  from  Whoop- 
ing Cough)  occurred.  The  district  was  free  from  Epidemic 
Diarrhoea  and  Poliomyelitis. 

There  were  18  deaths  from  congenital  debility,  malformation 
and  premature  birth. 

The  Infantile  Mortality,  as  already  mentioned,  was  much 
lower  than  it  has  been  in  recent  years. 

One  case  of  Puerperal  Eever  was  notified,  and  ended  fatally. 
There  were  no  other  deaths  of  mothers  as  a result  of  parturition 
or  its  complications. 
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Sanitary  Administration. 

Staff. 

(1)  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time). 

(2)  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

(3)  Cleansing  Superintendent. 

(4)  Clerical  assistance  is  provided  by  the  Clerk’s  Department 

for  these  Officials  as  and  when  required. 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  has  the  duties  of  visiting  and  in- 
vestigating houses  in  which  there  is  infectious  disease,  arranging, 
if  necessary,  for  removal  to  Isolation  Hospital,  supervision  of  dis- 
infection, investigation  of  defects  and  insanitary  or  unhealthy 
conditions  of  houses  or  areas,  general  supervision  of  drainage 
system,  investigation  of  complaints,  inspection  of  new  buildings, 
shops,  food,  and  places  where  food  is  prepared  or  stored,  slaughter- 
houses, cowsheds  and  workshops.  He  is  also  employed  on  house- 
to-house  inspection  as  often  as  time  permits. 

The  Cleansing  Superintendent  is  in  charge  of  aU  duties  con- 
nected with  the  scavenging  of  the  district.  He  has  affected  much 
in  the  way  of  economy  and  in  educating  householders  in  connection 
with  this  work.  He  has  also  charge  of  the  cleansing  of  street, 
passage,  and  private  house  gullies,  the  cleansing  of  back  passages, 
the  disposal  of  salvage  materials,  and  is  responsible  for  the  renewal 
of  defective  ash  receptacles. 

Hospital  accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases  has  already 
been  referred  to. 

The  following  Acts,  Bye-laws,  and  Regulations  are  in  force  in 
the  District. 

Adoptive  Acts. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Infectious  Diseases  Preventive  Act,  1890. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

Part  II. 

Sections  17,  19,  20,  21,  22,  26,  30  and  33. 

Part  HI. 

Sections  36,  37,  43,  46,  50  and  51. 

Part  IV. 

Sections  53,  54,  55,  56,  62,  63,  64,  65,  66  and  68. 

Part  V. 

Sections  69  and  75. 

Part  X. 

Sections  92,  93  and  95. 
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Public  Health  (Interments)  Act,  1879. 

There  is  a Glee  Joint  Burial  Board,  formed  in  1876,  managed 
by  9 members,  7 of  whom  are  from  the  Cleethorpes  Hrban  District 
Council,  and  2 from  the  Weelsby  Parish  Meeting. 

Bye  Laws — Under  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

For  scavenging  and  cleansing  under  Section  44. 

For  Prevention  of  Nuisances  under  Section  44. 

For  Management  of  Mortuaries  under  Section  141. 

The  Council  have  provided  their  own  Mortuary. 

For  new  Streets  and  Buildings  under  Section  157. 

For  regulation  of  Slaughterhouses  under  Section  169. 

Under  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

For  new  Streets  and  Buildings,  Section  23. 

Under  Housing  of  Working  Classes  Act,  1885,  Section  9. 

For  promotion  of  cleanliness  in  tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc.,  used 
for  habitation  and  prevention  of  spread  of  infectious 
diseases  therein. 

Regulations  Under  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order, 
1885,  Art.  13. 

Cowkeepers,  dairymen,  &c.,  are  registered  in  accordance  with 
Section  6 of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order. 

HOUSING. 

General  Housing  Conditions. 

There  is  at  the  present  time  a shortage  of  houses  for  the  work- 
ing classes,  and  the  demand  for  new  houses  is  keen.  The  Council 
have  arranged  for  the  construction  of  136  new  houses  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  working  classes.  Seventy- six  of  these  are 
in  course  of  construction  or  completed.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
all  these  houses  will  be  populated  on  completion,  and  will  greatly 
relieve  the  present  tendency  to  overcrowding. 

No  important  industrial  change  has  occurred  during  the  year 
to  cause  any  marked  influx  of  population,  and  at  the  present  time 
it  does  not  appear  likel}^  that  developments  at  Grimsby  or  Im- 
mingham  will  make  any  important  difference  in  the  population. 

There  is  at  the  present  time  some  overcrowding  in  houses, 
many  being  inhabited  by  two  families  instead  of  one.  This, 
however,  is  not  general,  although  probably  occurring  in  more  than 
one-third  of  the  total  number  of  houses.  There  are  instances  in 
which  houses  have  been  found  to  be  inproportionately  over- 
crowded. 
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No  measures  have  been  taken  for  dealing  with  overcrowding 
other  than  the  construction  of  new  houses,  except  in  the  case  of 
excessive  overcrowding,  when  the  householder  is  informally  warned 
or  advised. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  district  \s  good,  and 
no  houses  have  been  found  to  be  unht  for  habitation.  The  general 
character  of  defects  found  have  been  already  referred  to.  Many 
of  these  are  attended  to  and  put  right  by  owners  on  receipt  of 
informal  notice.  Very  many,  however,  require  repeated  warnings, 
which  in  many  instances  do  not  have  the  desired  effect.  This 
neglect  on  the  part  of  owners  of  house  property  is  entirely  due 
to  the  cost  of  labour  and  material,  and  has  caused  very  much  more 
inspection  work  to  be  required  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  existing  water  supply,  sewage  system  and  method  of 
disposal  of  refuse  will  accommodate  a very  much  greater  popula- 
tion than  that  anticipated  for  many  years  to  come. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

VICTOR  G.  BEST, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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APPENDICES. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 
Statistics. 

Year  ended  31  st  December,  1920. 


1.— ^GENERAL. 

(1)  Estimated  population  . . . . . . . . A . 26,696 

(2)  General  death-rate  . . . . . . . . . . ..11  *23 

(3)  Death-rate  from  tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . 1 *38 

(4)  Infantile  mortality  . . . . . . . . . . . . 61  *7 

(5)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  of  all  classes  . . . . . . 5,739 

(6)  Number  of  working-class  dwellinghouses  . . . . . . 5,238 

(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected  . . . . 89 


(erected  or  in  course  of  erection) 

2.— UNFIT  DWELLINGHOUSES. 

I.  — Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ..  105 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  . . . . . . . . . . 105 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  ht  for  human  habitation,  • 
i.e.,  having  defects  which  require  remedying  . . 98 

II. — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  ht  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  , . . . . . . . . , . . 978 

III.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town 


Planning,  &c..  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . . . . 0 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  ht 

(a)  by  owners  . . . . . . . . . . all 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . 0 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  . . 0 


« 
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B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  reme- 
died . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied — 

(a)  by  owners  . . . . totally  1 

partially  4 

not  remedied  4 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . 0 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  &c..  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  . . . . . . 0 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  . . . . . . . . 0 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  . . . . . . 0 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . . . . . 0 

(5)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursu- 
ance of  Demolition  Orders  . . . . . . . . 0 

3.— UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a view 
to  Improvement  Schemes  under  (a)  Part  L,  or  (b)  Part  11. , 
of  the  Act  of  1890  : — 

(1)  Name  of  area 

(2)  Acreage 

(3)  Number  of  working-class  houses  in  area  . . 

(4)  Number  of  working-class  persons  to  be  displaced 

4. - — Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building 

byelaws  erected  with  consent  of  Local  Authority  under 
vSection  25  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1919  . . 6 

5.  — Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  with,  briefl}^  the 
duties  of  each  officer  : — ■ 

1 . Surveyor  j Engaged  in  connection  with  the  erection 

> of  new  houses  under  the  Housing 

2.  Asst.  Surveyor  j Acts. 


- N one 


3.  Inspector  of 
Nuisances 


Engaged  in  house  to  house  inspection 
as  time  permits,  and  also  acts  as 
Inspector  of  new  buildings. 


TABLE  showing  comparisons  in  Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality 

during  the  year  1920. 
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CLEETHORPES  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


REPORT  re  VITAL  STASTISTICS. 


Year, 

Births. 

Deaths, 

Infa 

Mort 

ntile 

ALITY, 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

1897 

300  . 

29-2 

143 

13-9 

57 

190 

1898 

345 

28-6 

172 

14*2 

75 

217 

1899 

393 

28-6 

170 

12-3 

72 

183 

1900 

411 

27-7  , 

180 

12- 1 

66 

160 

England  and  Wales. 

1900 

28-2 

18-4 

154 

1901 

458 

36-4 

183 

14-5 

70 

152 

1902 

480 

30-7 

157 

lO-O 

65 

135 

1903 

504 

30-9 

194 

11-9 

63 

125 

1904 

517 

30-3 

240 

14-0 

. 89 

172 

1905 

521 

28-4 

180 

9-8 

57 

109 

England  and  Wales. 

1905 

27-1 

15-6 

121 

1906 

575 

28-4 

214 

10-5 

80 

139 

1907 

608 

28-0 

181 

8-3 

49 

80 

1908 

608 

27-2 

220 

9-8 

73 

120 

1909 

628 

26-8 

233 

9-9 

70 

III 

1910 

641 

26-9 

238 

lO'O 

86 

134 

England  and  Wales 

1910 

25-0 

14-0 

106 

1911 

604 

26-5 

254 

III 

80 

132 

1912 

668 

28-5 

262 

II-2 

78 

117 

1913 

614 

25-9 

254 

10-7 

66 

107 

1914 

612 

25-2 

271 

II-2 

57 

94 

1915 

618 

25-5 

278 

II-4 

57 

92 

England  and  Wales 

1915 

21.9 

15-7 

i 

no 

1916 

579 

23-3 

257 

II-2 

51 

88 

1917 

507 

20-4 

236 

10-5 

42 

82 

1918 

501 

18-9 

296 

12-5 

48 

84 

1919 

517 

19-33 

314 

12-23 

60 

no 

1920 

745 

27-9 

300 

11-23 

46 

61-7 

England  and  Wales. 

1920 

25-4 

12-4 

80 

20 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  CLEETHORPES  URBAN  DISTRICT, 

1920. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females 

Civilians  only. — All  Causes.  ... 

153 

147 

I Enteric  fever  ... 

i 

I 

2 Small-pox 

— 

_ 

3 Measles  ... 

I 

1 

4 Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

5 Whooping  cough 

I 

3 

'6  Diphtheria  and  Croup 

3 

3 

7 Influenza 

I 

I 

8 Erysipelas 

— 

— 

9 Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

15 

16 

lo  Tuberculous  meningitis 

I 

I 

II  Other  Tuberculous  diseases  ... 

I 

3 

12  Cancer,  Malignant  disease 

8 

13 

13  Rheumatic  fever 

5 

2 

14  Meningitis 

I 

— 

15  Organic  heart  disease  ... 

20 

20 

16  Bronchitis 

13 

15 

17  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

10 

9 

18  Other  respiratory  diseases 

I 

— 

19  Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

I 

3 

20  Appendicitis  and  typhlitis 

I 

— 

21  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

— 

— 

21 A Alcoholism 

— 

— 

22  Nephritis  and  Bright’s  disease 

3 

I 

23  Puerperal  fever... 

— 

I 

24  Parturition,  apart  from  puerperal  fever 

— 

— 

25  Congenital  debility,  &c. 

13 

5 

26  Violence,  apart  from  suicide  ... 

5 

2 

27  Suicide  ... 

I 

— 

28  Other  defined  diseases 

47 

48 

29  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

’ [ 

Special  Causes  (included  above) — 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 



Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  infants  under  i year  of  age  (Total) 

26 

20 

Illegitimate 

4 

I 

Total  Births 

392 

353 

Legitimate 

374 

339 

Illegitimate 

18 

14 

Population  (for  births  and  deaths) 

26,696 

